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BRITISH VIOLA SOCIETY 

MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING:  18 JUNE 2015 at 

1.30pm. 

New Lecture Theatre, Birmingham Conservatoire, Paradise Place, Fletcher's Walk, Birmingham, B3 

3HG 

1. Present: 
 
Louise Lansdown (President)  
Sue Douglas (Secretary) 
Michael Freyhan (Treasurer) 
Janet Pazio (Executive Secretary – Membership) 
Ben Lawrence (Executive Secretary – Facebook) 
 
Linda Gast - BVS member 
Wendy Poulston - BVS member 
 
Also in attendance for the introductory item number 3 were BVS members 
Martha Evans  
Katherine Lambeth 
Elsaabe Raath 
Clara Biller 
 
Louise welcomed the members to the meeting.  
 
2. Apologies for absence were received from Martin Outram and Laura Sinnerton 
 

3. Presentation from the 'Saturday Bridge Viola Ensemble' 

The President welcomed post graduate students, Martha, Kat, Elsaabe and Clara, who perform as 

the 'Saturday Bridge Viola Ensemble'. They opened the AGM, performing a four viola arrangement of 

a Bartok dance. 

They  followed this with a presentation of the ARCO project which is being established between 

Cape Gate MIAGI Centre for Music (a music project in Soweto, Johannesburg, South Africa) and 

Birmingham Conservatoire Strings Department.  Twenty-four young people (six string quartets) from 

the Cape Gate MIAGI Centre for Music will be selected to  participate in weekly instrumental Skype 

lessons given by teachers at Birmingham Conservatoire in addition to their music lessons in SA. They 

will also benefit from 1-2-1 mentoring and string quartet coaching, not currently offered at the 

centre. These lessons will be delivered by students and alumni of the Birmingham Conservatoire in a 

specially designated distance-learning suite. Fund raising for the project was underway. 

The Ensemble answered questions about the project and then concluded their presentation with a 

short performance of  a section of the fourth movement of Schumann’s Märchenbilder arranged for 

four violas. The President thanked the Ensemble for their presentation and wished them good luck 

with the project. 
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4.To receive the Annual Report for the year ending 31st March 2015 

Louise Lansdown introduced the Report, highlighting the range of activities which had taken place 
during a very busy 12 months. This included the success of the new International Cecil Aronowitz 
Viola Competition and new compositions from Simon Rowland-Jones, Robin Ireland and Leon Haxby, 
as a result of BVS proposals received at the IVC in Porto in November 2014.  
The LSO Viola Section had been in contact with all three composers to discuss performances of these 
pieces. 
 
BVS members enjoyed popular Viola Days and the BVS discounts to concerts and events.  

Applications for BVS membership showed a steady increase and FaceBook membership had doubled 

over the year. 

Changes to the BVS Constitution, to become a formal Charity had been considered, as this would 

open up new opportunities, in particular to apply to HMRC for 'Gift Aid' and reclaim the tax back on 

UK membership subscriptions.  After looking into this in more detail, it was agreed that it would 

create a considerable amount of extra work for the volunteer Committee, for limited gain. When the 

Society's membership increases, this will be reviewed. 

Some minor changes to the Constitution were recommended to meet the Society's current 

operation (item 6). 

Looking ahead to 2015/16 Louise noted that 4th March 2016 was the centenary of Cecil Aronowitz's 

birth.  A celebratory recital at Birmingham Conservatoire would be given by Nobuko Imai on 1st 

March 2016. Aldeburgh Music was planning a separate celebration later in the year. 

The second Cecil Aronowitz International Viola Competition would be held in October 2017. 

5.To receive the Financial Report for the year ending 31st March 2015 

Michael Freyhan introduced the Report, highlighting the additional income gained from  BVS subs 

submitted by all entrants to the Aronowitz competition.  The subscription rate had been simplified 

to £12 for 12 months for all members. All subs could now be paid to PayPal direct from the BVS 

website. No changes to the subscription rate were recommended for 2015/16. 

The balance at 31 March 2015 was £1150.15 

 6. Proposed Amendments to BVS Constitution 

Amendments to bring the Constitution in line with current operations were  recommended. 

7. Adoption of the 2014/15 Annual Report, 2024/15 Financial Report and changes to the 

Constitution 

The resolution to adopt the2014/15 Annual Report, Financial Report and changes to the Constitution 

was carried by a show of hands. 

8. Members Open Session 

BVS members attending the AGM, commented that the BVS did not always seem entirely inclusive 

and was, perhaps, unwittingly intimidating to amateur viola players. 
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The following ideas were discussed as possible ways to engage and involve people more: 

Look at other Societies - eg British Horn Society's  Festival held in 2013 engaged horn players at all 

levels from across the county: http://www.british-horn.org/ 

Feature more relevant articles in BVS Newsletters  

 Based on the model used in the STRAD, include a section for Teachers / Educational issues 

 Request articles: Life of an amateur  Viola Player - orchestral or quartet (500 words) 

 Coaching amateurs viola players (Martin Outram?) 

 Suitable repertoire for amateur viola players (Robin Ireland?) 

 Member Viola advice service eg  BVS Viola Agony Aunt or Uncle. 

9. Conclusion  

The President  thanked all for attending and contributing ideas. She formally closed the AGM at 

15.30pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


