
Martin Outram’s Viola Course 25th – 29th July 2016 
Two students report: 
 
I thoroughly enjoy Martin Outram’s viola course, it really is the most uplifting and inspiring five days. 
With a nice calm atmosphere, but everyone hard-working, Martin will always push you and get the best 
out of you. It really is amazing what you can achieve in an intense five day course such as this. With 
lessons from Martin himself, a baroque masterclass from Annette Isserlis and rehearsals with pianist 
Julian Rolton, who not only accompanies you but works alongside you discussing the music and how the 
music should sound.  
 
The repertoire I was studying on this course was Stacy Garrop: ‘Torque’, Hindemith: ‘A Frog He Went A-
Courting’, Rebecca Clarke: Shorter Pieces for Viola and Piano, and Bohuslav Martinu: Sonata No 1. 
Martin really focused on sound quality in these pieces and discussed how I might achieve this with 
certain bowing techniques. Playing through the Martinu with Julian, we looked at phrasing and which 
parts were more important, whether it's the piano line or the viola line or both together. We also looked 
at where to bring the melody out. 
 
Martin has an amazing way of teaching which makes you instantly learn and want to progress.  He has a 
special way of staying calm, but pushes you to get the absolute best out of you on this course.   
 
This is my third time on the course and each time I go I always come back feeling very proud and 
inspired. I think for me, this is what makes a music course an amazing course. 
 
I will most certainly go back in the future! 
 
Maria Parfitt 
 
 
Benslow with Martin Outram 

Upon arrival one was instantly impressed by the beautiful environment of the course in Hitchin, Hertfordshire. 

The rooms were nice, which is always a bonus when you need to wind down after a busy day. Each member on 

the course had their own room, very convenient in terms of practice space! 

The lessons with Martin were very inspirational, addressing all nuances of playing, such as technique, musicality 

and phrasing, particularly with regards to accompaniment and style. 

The lessons were timetabled to allow everyone to have an individual lesson every day as well as a rehearsal with 

Julian Rolton (piano). There were also lessons with piano accompaniment and a concert at the end of the week. 

On the Tuesday morning Annette Isserlis gave a baroque session which was very informative and inspiring as well. 

In the evenings there were sessions where we read through various viola ensemble repertoire, which was great 

fun. 

The fact that there were various opportunities to develop different skills - baroque playing, sight reading 

(ensemble sessions) and performing - made this course a great way to spend five days of summer, not to mention 

the delicious meals and biscuits at tea time! 

Elsabe Raath 

 
 


