
Goodwill violas: how you can help Ukraine and more by buying a new instrument 
This is a story of the rebirth of three violas from the 1960s and 70s which languished unplayed for 
years. After lots of work and love, they are better than ever and are ready to go out in the world, to 
support more than just their new owners. Read on... 
The name Bouette is important in the history of lutherie in the UK. Maurice Bouette set up the 
Newark School of Violin Making (NSVM), which opened its doors almost 50 years ago in September 
1972. If you have bought a new instrument, or had an older one repaired, it’s very likely that a 
former student of Newark undertook the work. 
Maurice’s son Martin studied at the violin making school in Mittenwald, Germany, before joining the 
firm of J&A Beare where he earned the reputation as one of the finest makers and restorers of his 
generation. Sadly he died in 2017 at the age of only 65. 
Martin’s widow Susan is one of my oldest friends, so naturally I offered to help her with dealing with 
the contents of Martin’s workshop. When I visited her last summer she asked me about three violas. 
They were made by Maurice and Martin, while Martin was a student at Mittenwald and before 
Maurice set up the Newark School. 
In conjunction with my friends, top violin restorers Andrew and Anneleen Fairfax, we undertook the 
necessary work on the first two instruments. Fifty years ago, there was less information available 
about making violas; necks were made thicker and the back and front were left heavier. As 
necessary we reshaped necks, carefully checked the front thicknesses and removed wood, and then 
made a total new setup for each viola. 
These two violas are now available to purchase: 100% of the proceeds of the first to sell will go to 
the Disasters Emergency Committee to fund relief work in Ukraine. As we watch the situation 
unfold, it becomes more and more apparent that enormous sums will be needed to rebuild broken 
lives. The sale price of the second viola also helps a worthwhile cause; it will pay a talented NSVM 
student to make a viola for a student at Junior RNCM. So two young people will be helped from one 
instrument. 
These are the instruments, and both come with certificates of authenticity: 
16 3/8 inch (41.4cm) viola by Martin Bouette, London 1972: £5000 
This lovely viola has an expressive and responsive sound; also plenty of volume and projection. It has 
an attractive deep red spirit varnish. 
16 1/2 inch (41.8cm) viola labelled MB London 1971: £5000 
This viola was a collaboration between father and son. The sound is rich and chocolatey. It’s a 
handsome instrument, beautiful wood and a warm golden spirit varnish. 
If you would like more information, or to try either of these violas, please contact me. They can be 
seen at my workshop in Manchester or can be sent on approval. 
The final viola was probably Martin’s first viola. I re-thicknessed the plates and reshaped the neck. In 
common with many students, Martin had struggled with applying the varnish, so it has been given a 
new, lustrous golden-brown varnish, and a careful set-up with good quality strings. The viola sounds 
rich and warm. 
In discussion with Susan, we felt that the most appropriate destination for the viola was to give it to 
a deserving player. I showed it to Lucy Nolan and she immediately suggested a young South African 
viola player from Soweto, Lindokuhle Buthelezi. A student on the ARCO project from 2016, he has 
just started his studies at the Odeion School of Music at the University of the Free State with Jeanne-
Louise Moolman. Louise Lansdown will take the new viola to South Africa in June. 
It has been so satisfying to bring these instruments back to life; it helped me deepen my 
understanding of the violin making world shortly before the time I joined it. I’m sure that these 
 
 violas will give great pleasure to the players who give them a home as well as supporting 
worthwhile causes. Please do get in touch if you’d like more information: 
Helen Michetschläger 
www.helenviolinmaker.com 



helen@helenviolinmaker.com 0161 972 0839 
   


